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Let me now move across to an assurance I gave during my last year’s independence
day address. I had offered to give you an update at the end of one year on new initiatives to
be launched. To enumerate some of the new initiatives since September, 2012, let me first
mention the monthly Panjab University Colloquium Series. These colloquia talks given by
national icons, which also includes some of our own faculty members at P.U. Campus, have
been well appreciated by University community and the public at large. We are going to
have first Colloquium lecture of this academic year tomorrow by Mr. Ashok Thakur, a
distinguished alumnus of P.U. and presently the Secretary, Higher Education in MHRD at
New Delhi. The second P.U. Colloquium this year will be delivered by Prof. B.S. Brar, our
former DUI, on the Teacher’s Day, September 5, 2013.
The Second new initiative that I would like to mention is the creation of
Research Promotion Cell (RPC). A five member cell has been put in place for the entire
University to coordinate, facilitate and collate the research work of all the
departments. RPC is expected to timely respond and anticipate the requirements of
research scholars, post doctoral fellows and the INSPIRE faculty who choose to join
P.U.
Third on my list is the creation of Chandigarh Region Innovation and
Knowledge Cluster, which brings together on a common platform 15 institutions in
and around tricity Chandigarh. This cluster has received financial support from
Chandigarh M.P. and a very Senior member of our Senate, Shri Pawan Kumar Bansal ji.

Only yesterday, all formalities for floating a tender for two AC Buses were completed.
It is hoped that in the near future, a shuttle bus service will connect all the institutions
in Chandigarh and Mohali, for use by students and staff of all the CRIKC institutions.
Next is the Annual Panjab University Foundation Day Lecture by an iconic P.U.
alumnus. The first P.U. Foundation Day Lecture was delivered by Prof. Romila Thapar
on October 20, 2012. This year’s lecture on October 24, 2013 will be delivered by Prof.
Gurdial Singh ji. On the same very day, a Postal stamp on Prof. Ruchi Ram Sahni will
be released by Shri Kapil Sibal ji. From October 24-26, 2013, P.U. will also host an
international seminar on the theme ‘The Making of Modern Punjab from 1850 to
Contemporary Times’ in the background of 150 years of higher education in Punjab.
The Films Division of Government of India has also accepted to make a
Documentary on Ruchi Ram Sahni, in cooperation with Panjab University. This work is
in progress.
A Panjab University Foundation Memorial has been planned to come up on
P.U. Campus. This memorial shall be built with contributions being solicited from P.U.
alumni and other well wishers of higher education in our region.
To improve the synergy between the Departments and Centres/Chairs of the
University, DUI has started to hold regular meetings of the Chairpersons. It is hoped
that this synergy will lead to reorganization of the academic programmes of sixty five
Departments in the form of Graduate Schools built around eleven Faculties of P.U.
Each Graduate School hopefully would plan a broad based curricula encompassing
subjects in different departments under a given faculty.
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Hopefully we will have some improvements on this front during the

coming months.

Hopeful note

I trust that I will live upto your expectations from a Vice Chancellor of the premier
University of India.
I thank all of you for patiently listening to my longish address.
Let us resolve in the end to reiterate our commitment to the work of our University,
which is indeed a symbol of development of modern India as an independent nation
amongst the community of nations at a global level.

Jai Hind

