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However, you all are aware that destiny has been very kind to us. By
virtue of great heritage of our institution and continuous dedicated work by
our students, researchers, teachers and other employees of our University,
Panjab University received good ranking amongst academic institutions in
India, Asia and BRICS nations in many national and international surveys
in 2013, and such a standing got reaffirmed in the year 2014 as well. All
this happened in the background of our commemoration of 150 years of
Higher Education in Punjab, which made many eminent alumni of PU to
visit Chandigarh, and we could also entice numerous national and
international icons to come to our campus. Union Government perhaps
took cognizance of such positive developments, and eased up our financial
situation a bit by accepting to include us in the annual non-Plan Budget of
UGC/MHRD. With the cooperation of teaching faculty and the
administrative employees of the University, we have been able to fill up
over 200 teaching positions, carryout over 150 promotions under CAS and
have appointed many Senior Officers at all levels. Non-teaching positions
advertised several years ago, have also been filled up at different levels,
and regularization of employees working on ad hoc basis for over a decade
has also been done. The re-employment of the teaching staff stands
extended to 65 years, with enhanced benefits at the intermediate stage. A
new advertisement to fill up 144 more teaching positions was released and
work towards it is in process and we hope to meet the target of filling them
in the next financial year. Several ongoing construction projects have been
completed, many existing departments have moved to new premises in
Sector-25, some hostel accommodation has come up there as well, Alumni
House Guest rooms and Suites have been furnished, seven new suites
have also been constructed in the main Guest House, College Bhawan



Building stands completed and its accommodations are getting used up,
sports facilities stand augmented and the existing auditoria have also been
refurnished and re-equipped. There is thus an overall visible improvement
in the infrastructure and facilities of the University. The confidence of the
faculty and employees is upswing; many departments have brought in
newer and higher grants from UGC and other Central agencies. DST has
released the first installment of the PURSE-grant Phase I[I. PU has
emerged as a favored institute to implement Union Government agenda of
the e-Governance, to be fully funded by the UGC. DST has given a grant to
create centre for Policy Research to provide academic-industry interaction,
DBT has enabled the initiation of University Incubation Centre in areas of
Biotechnology, and so on. UT Administration is reported to have
recommended the allotment of over 140 acres of land to PU under the
Master Plan. The nation and society have put lot of trust in us to move
forward and meet the growing aspirations of young people. The newly
recruited faculty and the University leadership have greater challenges to
measure upto.

PU led idea of Chandigarh Region Innovation and Knowledge Cluster
(CRIKC) has gained enough acceptance amongst all the participating
institutions in and around Chandigarh. Even if our enthusiasm for such
collaborations reduces, the other institutions will take advantage of CRIKC
concept and move ahead. We have, therefore, no option but to explore
innovative ways to meet the challenges.
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AFE  PU OPEN Minds ¥ €, i.e., Panjab University Outreach Programme for

Enlightment of Young Minds. Under this programme, University teachers and scientists
from CRIKC institutions will present expository lectures for school students and general
public regularly in different institutions in and around Chandigarh. State Council of
Education Research and Training is also associated with this venture. | congratulate
my colleagues for this thoughtful initiative. | am hopeful that this programme will
become as popular as the programme called ‘CHAI and Why’ started in Mumbai five
years ago as a part of Homi Bhabha Birth Centaury Year. | wish it all the success, and
it is indeed a laudable step to commemorate this year’s Republic Day.

To conclude, | would like to record my appreciation for students and step of
Music Department for their tuneful presentations on the Republic Day and congratulate
those employees who are to receive Republic Day honours today.

Thank you all
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