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However, if we compare the standing of top universities in India with
those in China, we would find that we have got left behind only in recent
times. Fifteen years ago, at the turn of the 20" century, best Universities in
India were at a comparable place vis a vis top universities in China. In last
ten years, the Universities in China have marched ahead speedily and this
has created a big gap between their universities and ours. For instance,
Peking University, Beijing is at the first place amongst the Universities of
six BRICS nations and 12 other emerging economies of the World. Our
rank amongst the Universities in 18 nations survey is 13" Peking
University, Beijing, let me call it PUB, is ranked at 45" place in the World
University Rankings, whereas our own Panjab University Chandigarh,
which we often write as PUC, is ranked between 226 and 250. Difference
between PUB and PUC is that of nearly 200 places.

In the Republic Day Eve address last night, President of India, Shri
Pranab Mukerjee stressed the need of enhancement in the quality of higher
education in Indian Universities. Earlier this month, in a nationwide webcast
on the National Knowledge Network, he had lamented that none of the
Indian Universities rank amongst the top 200 Indian Universities of the
world. Panjab University Chandigarh is nearest to the crossing of the
barrier of 200. If we start taking steps to bridge the gap between ‘PUC’ and
‘PUB’, our World ranking would start improving. However, we would start
seeing the result of this improvement after about two years. Times Higher
Education survey is based on data over last 5 years, the last survey was
based on data from 2006 to 2011. The next would be based on 2007 to
2012 and so on. Hence, the motivated efforts initiated in 2014 would get
reflected in the ranking to be published in 2016.



At Panjab University, we have identified the areas and strategies,
where we are lagging behind Peking University and our Faculties are going
to initiate new measures from the academic year 2014-15 to start bridging
the gap between PUB and PUC.

Hopefully, we would be able to measure upto the expectation of our
honourable President of India in the near future. President Shri Pranab
Mukherjee has been inviting the Vice Chancellors of Central Universities,
Director of |ITs of NITs, Heads of premier National Institutions at regular
intervals. This augurs well for the Higher Education in India. In the
backdrop of the launch of Rashtriya Uchhtar Siksha Abhiyan, RUSA, in the
12" Plan, | believe that the Higher Education Sector is poised to measure
upto the expectation of the nation. We, at Panjab University, Chandigarh
have an achievable target given to us and as a premier University of India,
we should strive to work for it together.
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